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Following an absence of several 
years, the portion of the col-
lection that was removed from 

Fairsted for the construction process 
is returning�including photographs, 
correspondence and catalogs. The 
move from the �ne arts storage facil-
ity to Fairsted is being done in stages 
by a �ne arts moving company. In 
anticipation of the collection�s return, 
the rooms of the Olmsted of�ce were 
cleaned following the National Park 
Service conservators� protocols, new 
carpeting was installed in the Research 
Room (Lower Planting Room), to 
cover and protect the �oor, and the 
staff of�ces have been reinstated. The 
research room furniture is back in place, 

including the light stands. The plans 
and drawings in the vault were never 
removed and continue in place.

The move is being done at the rate of 
one or two truck loads a week to en-
sure proper handling of these valuable 
materials and will continue through 
December. With the help of two 
interns, the staff has been able to keep 
up with the move and related registra-
tion activities. 

An Archives Structural Reinforcement 
Study is proceeding, along with an 
assessment of the most ef�cient stor-
age systems for the archives spaces by 
Einhorn Yaffee Prescott. The archival 
areas of the building will need rein-

forcement to continue to bear the 
weight of the collection. Neither this 
work nor the introduction of any new 
purpose-designed or purchased archi-
val storage furniture that may result 
from the study will interfere with  
the move back or the ultimate service 
to researchers.

The historic furnishings of the 
office wing are also being returned. 
The entire Fairsted staff, including 
archival staff, has now returned 
to Fairsted offices. By the end of 
December all moves back to the 
building will be complete.

Good Neighbors Welcomes Boston and Brookline Third Graders
2010 was a very good year for the Good Neighbors educa-
tion program. Fairsted staff introduced Frederick Law  
Olmsted and the profession of landscape architecture to 
third grade students from 15 classrooms in Boston and 
Brookline public schools. Students were welcomed to 
Fairsted for on-site activities, and staff visited them in their 
classrooms for pre-visit activities. 

Good Neighbors garnered signi�cant support�about 
$95,000 in competitive NPS grants�in 2010. Funding sup-
ported research for �Tools of the Trade� (one of the pre-visit 
activities), creation of a new brochure introducing the pro-
gram to park managers and teachers, bus transportation for 
eight classes, and the redesign and reproduction of materials 
for the park design activity. 

As the pilot phase of the project approaches its end, Good 
Neighbors has begun to reach out to new audiences. Fairsted 

Archives Return to Fairsted

As the site prepares for reopening in 2011, efforts 
are underway to design and fabricate new exhibits 
to occupy the �rst �oor of the historic farmhouse 

portion of Fairsted�not the of�ce wing. The exhibits are 
intended to provide a self-guided educational tour to engage 
both the person who is just learning about Frederick Law 
Olmsted and the legacy of the Olmsted �rm and the more 
knowledgeable visitor. Designed to complement and intro-
duce the guided tours of the historic of�ce wing and the 
restored landscape, the exhibits will be organized around 
three primary interpretive themes: Frederick Law Olmsted 
Sr., the work of the Olmsted �rm, and the Olmsted legacy. 
The exhibits will also offer some insight into the domestic 
side of Fairsted. Celena Illuzzi, Interpretive Specialist at 
Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site, is the project 
manager for the exhibit design and installation.

Exhibit planning and design was kicked off last December 
at an initial day-long stakeholder workshop that included 
National Park Service staff and the Friends of Fairsted 
as well as a variety of individuals and organizations with 
expertise and interest in preserving the Olmsted legacy. At 
the workshop, the stakeholder group became more familiar 
with the spaces within the house intended for exhibits and 
had the opportunity to provide input into both the inter-
pretive themes and exhibit design framework. 

Working closely with the Harpers Ferry Center, the inter-
pretive design arm of the NPS, Fairsted staff selected the 
�rm of Formations Inc. from Portland, OR, as exhibit de-
signer/fabricator for the project. Formations Inc. has also 
designed exhibits for the National Steinbeck Center  
in California.

In addition to the exhibits, visitors will have the opportu-
nity to enjoy a short �lm about Frederick Law Olmsted�s 
early life experiences and how they in�uenced his work. 
They will also �nd a quiet place to sit in the Conservatory 
to contemplate the landscape, or, in the Library, they can 
conduct research and learn about their own community�s 
Olmsted-designed landscapes.

As design has progressed the Friends of Fairsted have  
remained involved and have provided input along the 
way, keeping in mind the goal of having the exhibit pre-
sentation help visitors understand the importance of  
the Olmsted �rm and the landscapes they created, and 
develop an understanding of why it is important to pro-
tect this legacy today.

Completion of design and installation of the exhibits is 
tentatively scheduled for Fall 2011.

With help from a model maker, an industrial designer, and a jeweler, the 
park designed and produced miniature brass benches, lamp posts, play 
equipment and people for use in the park design activity. Friends of 
Fairsted purchased park benches and lamp posts. Photo by Celena Illuzzi.

Design of Exhibits at Fairsted Underway
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